DIDS Attorney Observation Report Reviewer David Schieck
Date November 21, 2024 County Nye County
Court Nye County District Court Dept 1 Judge Wanker
Defense Attorney Lisa Rasmussen Prosecutor(s) Jason Gunnell
Attorney Present In person Number of Clients 1 Stephanie Vazzo
Defendants Present In person Custodial Status IC
Hearing Types Status check/trial readiness

Attorney's Preparedness
Did the Attorney appear for court? Yes
Did the Attorney have the file? Yes

Did the Attorney appear to have had a substantive, confidential meeting with
each client before court?

Yes

Did the Attorney appear prepared to handle their clients' cases? Yes

How prepared did the Attorney appear?

Very well prepared.

How knowledgable was the Attorney about their cases?

Very knowledgable

The Attorney's courtroom advocacy skills were:

|Good

How was the Attorney/client communication?
|Complicated due to housing client in Tonopah. See details below. Otherwise good.

Case Stage-Specific Issues

Did the Attorney argue for pretrial release/OR, or for reasonable bail? N/A
Did the Attorney counsel each client to refrain from waiving trial rights until the

, o N/A
attorney completed investigation of the case?
Did the Attorney appear to have counseled clients to refrain from waiving any N/A
rights at arraignment?
Did the Attorney appear to adequately advise clients of the consequences of Yes
accepting a plea or going to trial, including any collateral consequences?
Did the Attorney present mitigating evidence and provide argument at N/A
sentencing?
Did the Attorney address the Presentence Investigation Report (PSI) and/or N/A
Psychosexual Evaluation/Risk Assessment appropriately?
Did the court require defendant(s) to reimburse the entity for representation? N/A

Overall Assessments

Does the Attorney appear to have a sustainable workload? Yes
Overall, does the Attorney appear to be providing effective representation to
their clients? ves

Remarks/Recommendations/Notes (continue on reverse):

Stephanie Vazzo - Multiple defendant murder case with cases severed. Counsel is working
through discovery and attempting to make electronic discovery available to client in custody.
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Remarks/Recommendations/Notes, continued:

The client is being housed in Tonopah which makes visits much more difficult and according
to the client there is not a private location where she can view discovery without other
inmates observing the discovery. Discovery includes audio and video that requires
equipment to review. The Court entered an order requiring that the client be housed in
Pahrump and accommodations be made for her to be able to review her discovery. The
Court noted it is an additional six hour round trip to Tonopah for the attorney on cases where
the clients are housed in Tonopah jail. (On hourly appointment cases, this substantially
increases the cost of the case)

Efforts are underway to have a Settlement Conference to foster resolution of the case. Per
Judge Wanker the Supreme Court handles the assignment of settlement conferences and
there has been recent success with the settlement judge appearing via video link for the
conference. Co-defendants have been able to resolve their cases. A Writ of Mandamus is
pending with the Nevada Supreme Court for one defendant challenging the Court declining to
accept a conditional plea agreement.

Another status check on negotiations is set for December 19, 2024.
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