DIDS Attorney Observation Report

Reviewer

David Schieck

their clients?

Date December 17, 2024 County Nye County
Court Nye County District Court Judge Wanker
Defense Attorney Alexis Duecker Prosecutor(s) Percival
Attorney Present In person Number of Clients 1 Russell Bush
Defendants Present In person Custodial Status 00cC
Hearing Types Sentencing
Attorney's Preparedness
Did the Attorney appear for court? Yes
Did the Attorney have the file? Yes
Did the Attorney appear to have had a substantive, confidential meeting with Y
es
each client before court?
Did the Attorney appear prepared to handle their clients' cases? Yes
How prepared did the Attorney appear?
\Well prepared
How knowledgable was the Attorney about their cases?
\Very
The Attorney's courtroom advocacy skills were:
|Good
How was the Attorney/client communication?
|Good
Case Stage-Specific Issues
Did the Attorney argue for pretrial release/OR, or for reasonable bail? N/A
Did the Attorney counsel each client to refrain from waiving trial rights until the
. S N/A
attorney completed investigation of the case?
Did the Attorney appear to have counseled clients to refrain from waiving any N/A
rights at arraignment?
Did the Attorney appear to adequately advise clients of the consequences of N/A
accepting a plea or going to trial, including any collateral consequences?
Did the Attorney present mitigating evidence and provide argument at Yes
sentencing?
Did the Attorney address the Presentence Investigation Report (PSI) and/or Yes
Psychosexual Evaluation/Risk Assessment appropriately?
Did the court require defendant(s) to reimburse the entity for representation? No
Overall Assessments
Does the Attorney appear to have a sustainable workload? No
Overall, does the Attorney appear to be providing effective representation to Y
es

Remarks/Recommendations/Notes (continue on reverse):

Russell Bush - Sentencing on two cases using one PSI to save cost. Agreement by parties
for 12-60 month suspended sentence followed by Court on the Child Abuse/Neglect case
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Remarks/Recommendations/Notes, continued:

with concurrent time on the Battery by Prisoner case. Counsel had a risk assessment
evaluation done and submitted to the Court. Victim speaker was present but wanted to
simply have the court read her written statement which had been provided to the DA victim
advocate but not provided before the hearing to counsel or the court. Proceedings were
delayed while Court took recess for DA to obtain the written statement.

Previous reports have noted the slow pace of proceedings in District Court Department 1. As
recited above, not all of the delays are caused by the Court, the prosecution and the defense
contribute to the issue.
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